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NELCSA Virtual Brass Festival Rogate 17 May 2020 
Matthew 6:5-15

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think
they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:

“‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10 your kingdom come,
your will be done,
    on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,
    as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from the evil one.
[For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
Now and forever. Amen]

14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your
Father will not forgive your sins.

It was one of those hectic times (before Lockdown, when you could still travel)-
and travel I did. Visit a congregation here, a conference there, a colleague or two
on the way - almost every night I slept at a different place. 
During such times it happens that I wake up in the middle of the night. It is dark.
I have no idea where I am. 
In the darkness I can hardly make out any objects - the window seems to be on my
right. Where is the door?  Where am I? Slowly I start to recognize some shapes,
and then, suddenly, it dawns on me: I am home! Home! How good to be back!
Most of us have been home for more than two months now. Two unsettling
months - uncertainty, fear, concern, anger - these are just some of the emotions
we have to deal with. And remember, it is a global thing!

2

I don’t know how you are, but to me the situation still seems unreal. It´s almost
like waking up at night not knowing were I am. 
How can I find orientation in this strange environment? How can I find my place?
Where am I?

This Sunday is called “Rogate”, and is devoted to prayer. We heard the gospel
reading where Jesus speaks about prayer. 
It was in preparing this sermon that I realised how much the Our Father helps me
to find my bearings, to find my place, to realise where I am. There is so much
uncertainty around us. Experts are still guessing how the Corona Virus will play
itself out. Economists are guessing what the long term effects will be. The only
ones with sure, clear cut answers seem to be the authors of fake news. 
Were am I in this, where is my place, where will it be? 
When I then read, and later pray, the our Father I find amazing answers. Indeed,
working through it, is like this waking up at night, confused, and then gradually
realising where I am. Like objects in my dark bedroom that help me to realise
where I am, the Our Father gives me pointers to show where I am: 
When I pray: “Your kingdom come” I become aware that I have a place in
history, in the universe! I am not merely an insignificant spec on an insignificant
planet in an insignificant solar system in an insignificant milky way. No, I have
a part in the kingdom building of the Lord of the Universe! He has called me by
name - I am a kingdom child!

Then I pray: “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” 
This shows me My place in this world and time. 
It helps me to put the current crisis into perspective. I am not at fates’ mercy. No,
I can surrender myself and the chaotic times to God and pray: Lord, let me see
you at work. Luther took it one step further and rightly said: With this prayer we
pray that we too become instruments in God´s hand to fulfil his will! I see the
uncertainty, the hunger, the needs, and I have a place in all this, because through
me God´s will can also be done!

And then I pray: “Give us today our daily bread” . Now God is showing me My
place in daily life, where I exist here and now, together with all the people around
me. I say to the Lord: - Lord, my own future and that of my family, my
community, my country, this world, is uncertain. Give us, o Lord, what is needed.
And even if I have sufficient, or abundantly, let me realise that I receive it out of
your hand. Where can I be the answer to someone else´s prayer for daily bread?
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And if I do not have enough - Lord, please provide! I depend on you! 

Now I pray: “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”.
This part of the prayer shows me where I am in relationships. 
It brings me to some deep reflection: Lord, even if I am a victim of the current
circumstances - all to often I am also  part of problems. I did not cause the Corona
Virus - but there are so many other things that I did do wrong, where I harmed
others, where I did not reflect your kingdom, did not do your will. I am no better
than the persons that harmed me, hurt me. Let your healing power heal me, and
my relationships with others!

The next part helps me to see myself in my own emotions and battles.
“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” - Now that we are bang in
the middle of the Corona Crisis - deliver us, Lord. Rescue us! Pull us out of this
Lord, so that we may live! You know how I react, please, Lord, keep us in this
time of trial!

So, as I pray this prayer that Jesus taught us, the world around me takes shape, I
start to realise a bit better where I am and how things fit together. 

But I have not yet touched on the most beautiful part of the prayer. It is right at
the beginning: 
Father in heaven. No, it is not a distant Father, somewhere in a distant world. Let
us stick to the image: No matter where you are on earth - above you always is
heaven. When I pray “Father in heaven” it dawns upon me: I am home! Father is
with me! I am in his place! No one before Jesus dared to call God “Father”
Jesus came, died and rose again, to make us Children of the Father, so that,
wherever we are, what ever the situation, we can become quiet, fold our hands and
then say: “Father” - I am home! I am in your presence!

Where am I? I am home, in Father´s presence!

The final words of the prayer then are like a jubilant exclamation: For the
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours - Now and forever!
That is why we can celebrate a virtual brass festival - because we have a Father
to praise, we have a Saviour to thank, we have a Spirit to guide us!  

Prayer

4

We are now invited to sing: “Von Guten Mächten/By gracious pow´rs so
wonderfully shelterd”, a song written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer whilst in prison,
shortly before his execution at the end of the second world war. The prayer does
not say: Don´t worry, be happy, it will all be OK. Rather it says: No matter what,
I am in Fathers care. This prayer shows us that, despite everything, Dietrich was
at home, in the presence of the Father.

Why should we pray? So that we know where we are: No matter what - we are
home in the Father´s presence!

Horst Müller, Bishop NELCSA Email: hmuller@nelcsa.net

1. By gracious pow'rs so wonderfully sheltered
and confidently waiting, come what may,
we know that God is with us night and morning,
and never fails to greet us each new day. 

2. Yet is this heart by its old foe tormented,
still evil days bring burdens hard to bear;
O, give our frightened souls the sure salvation,
for which, O Lord, You taught us to prepare. 

3. And when this cup You give is filled to brimming
with bitter suff'ring, hard to understand,
we take it thankfully and without trembling 
out of so good and so beloved a hand. 

4. Yet when again in this same world You give us
the joy we had, the brightness of Your sun,
we shall remember all the days we lived through
and our whole life shall then be Yours alone. 

5. By gracious pow'rs so faithfully protected,
so quietly, so wonderfully near,
we live each day in hope, with You beside us,
and go with You through ev'ry coming year. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
tr Fred Pratt Green


