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Bible for the road ...
Those who are making use of the daily Bible reading plan (available at
www.nelcsa.net) will have read John 1,1 recently: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”. I am glad that so many people
are making a point to daily read from the Bible. At the same time I am sad to see
how many Christians don´t.
During my tenure as bishop I regularly made use of this newsletter to encourage
people to make daily Bible reading their habit. My main reason for doing this is an
observation from church history. Christians who were “at home” in the scriptures,
coped much better during crisis and were also less gullible.
Don´t misunderstand me: The Bible is not like a GPS navigation system that gives
you detailed instructions on how to cope with every situation in life, what to do, and
what not.
There is no instruction-verse for every circumstance. Rather, reading the Bible
influences our value system, our attitude, and helps us to make sense of situations,
to discern and to find direction.
In John 1,14 we read: The Word became human and dwelled amongst us”. This
refers to Jesus living amongst his disciples and many others. Those walking with
him learnt from him and were changed by him. Jesus did not offer a crash course,
but patiently taught, reprimanded, guided and challenged his disciples. Gradually
they were transformed, and continued to be transformed all their lives.
Daily Bible reading has a similar effect - the Word dwells within us and gradually
transforms us.
If you are not already doing it, I challenge you to make daily Bible reading a habit.
For your own sake! You can make use of the Bible Reading plan from our web
page, or follow a different one.
How to go about it?
Become quiet before you read, praying for openness for the Word to dwell in you.
After reading take a bit of time to talk to the Lord about what you have read.
You can do it alone, as couple or as family.
John says about the Word that became human in Jesus: “We have seen his glory”.
My prayer is that through this healthy daily habit you will also taste some of this
glory!
Your brother in Christ

