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We must obey God rather than human beings! (Acts 5,29) S ' e
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It was a challenging time after Jesus' Ascension. The early Christians < ‘ ' g
received the commission from Jesus to proclaim His word through their S
words and actions, and they did just that. The message was repeatedly / D
proclaimed: "Jesus is the Son of God. He died so that everyone who /g, \Q\o
believes in Him will be forgiven and given friendship with God. God raised ‘/lnog»\)\-

Jesus from the dead and made Him King over all the world."

Jesus has risen! Jesus is King over all powers and authorities! It was a dangerous message then as it is
now because there are always the powerful who expect absolute obedience and tolerate no resistance.
There could not be a second king. Another power and authority over people's lives could not exist.

No wonder, then, that the apostles were arrested and thrown into prison. They had to appear before the
High Council of the Jews to receive the order not to continue proclaiming Jesus as Lord over all powers
and authorities.

The apostles' response: "We must obey God rather than humans."

More than 2000 years have passed since then, but there are still Christians who proclaim and live out this
message. They refuse to be silenced. Where the powerful of their time act against God's commandments
and especially the commandment of love, they speak and act. They refuse to let any other power take the
place of Christ's absolute rule. And so, they become unpopular. Among those who want absolute control.

Many Christians have suffered or even lost their lives because they would not give up this important
message: "We must obey God rather than humans."

It is not always easy to confess Jesus and God. Comfort or fear of humans often makes us all silent. No
one wants to be laughed at, mocked, or marginalized, and in the extreme case - no one wants to give up
their freedom or perhaps even their life for what they believe.

It is difficult to always know exactly what God's will is. Very often, the desire for our own advantage plays a
big role in what we believe is God's will. However, with the help of other Christians, God wants to guide us.
May God give us the wisdom, faith, and courage in these times to say and live: We must obey God rather
than humans!

News from NELCSA

May we all unite in prayer for the upcoming general elections in South Africa on May 29, 2024. May the
spirit of democracy reign, ensuring a fair and peaceful electoral process where every South African can
cast their vote freely and without fear.

The General Pastors Convention is scheduled to convene from May 26th to May 31st in Padre Pio,
Pretoria, under the theme "Reflecting on the Seeds from the Word of God - Let all that you do be done in
love." (1 Corinthians 16:14) This biennial convention is mandatory for all serving pastors. Consequently,
your pastor will be absent from the congregation during this period. It will serve as a dedicated time for
reflection and strategic planning, with various teams including Structures and Models, Ministry, and
Discipleship, providing updates on recent developments.

After faithfully serving as the General Manager for the Refugee Migrant Ministry (RMM) project affiliated
with St. Peter’s congregation in Pretoria since January 1st, 2018, Pastor Rosalie Madika has relocated to
Canada. We extend our heartfelt wishes to her and her family as they embark on this new chapter, praying
for God’s blessings upon them.

In February of this year, Pastor Rudiger Lutz of the Vryheid congregation retired from active service. We
express our gratitude for his many years of dedicated service and extend our best wishes to him and his
wife, Silke, as they enter retirement in Pretoria.

NELCSA continues to face a shortage of pastors, a challenge that is expected to persist. We extend our
sincere appreciation to retired pastors who are currently providing invaluable assistance to congregations
without full-time pastors. Retired Pastor Hugo Filter is currently serving the Trinity Zululand congregation,
Pastor Friedel Lisse is ministering to the Vaal Triangle congregations, and Pastors Reinhard Keding and
former bishop Horst Miller are serving the Kroondal congregation. We also express our gratitude to Pastor
Detlev Schwarz for his commendable service in the Kempton Park congregation and hope for his swift



return from Germany. The positions at St. Peters by the Lake, Vaal Triangle, and one pastor’s post at the
United Evangelical Lutheran Congregation remain vacant.

We extend our congratulations to Tristan Kriiger and P.J. Hanekom, both of whom have successfully
completed their Masters' year and passed their first theological exam. Tristan is currently serving as an
intern in the Northrand congregation, while P.J. is serving in New Germany. In addition, Ingrid van Sittert
has passed her second theological exam and is currently ministering in the Stellenbosch congregation.
Rutendo Gora has completed her Bachelor of Divinity and will pursue her Master of Divinity this year,
Bernard Schiele is in his third year, Chundre Fillipus is commencing her second year, and Mia Peters will
embark on her first year of the Bachelor of Divinity degree program this year.



