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"I have come that they may have life and have it abundantly." (John 10:10) 

What are you living for? It is a simple question, yet not an easy one to 
answer. Many would speak of career, family, success, security, or 
happiness. Jesus, however, answered the question very differently. He 
spoke not first about Himself, but about us: "I have come that they may 
have life and have it abundantly." 

Notice the remarkable shift. Jesus does not say, "I have come so that I 
may..." Instead, He says, "I have come so that they may have life." This is 
the heart of the Gospel. The Good Shepherd gives His life so that His 
sheep may truly live. 

The abundant life Jesus promises is not a life free from hardship, nor is it measured by wealth or 
success. It is a life rooted in God's love, sustained by His grace, and lived in the assurance that we are 
forgiven, loved, and held securely in His hands. 

As we pass the halfway mark of the year, this is a good opportunity to pause and reflect. We give 
thanks for God's blessings, entrust our burdens to Him, and remember that true abundance is often 
found in His presence in the ordinary moments of life. His fullness is a gift to be received, not an 
achievement to be earned. 

As our congregations continue their ministry and we seek to serve Christ faithfully, may we never lose 
sight of the One who is the source of all life. Our calling is not merely to maintain the Church, but to 
proclaim and share the abundant life that Christ freely gives. 

May the Good Shepherd lead you, strengthen you, and fill your heart with His peace, so that you may 
be a witness to His life-giving grace wherever He has placed you. 

Theo Jäckel 

From the NELCSA 

The Church Unity Commission (CUC) will meet from 21–23 July at the Catholic Retreat Centre in 
Marianhill, Durban. NELCSA has been a full member of the CUC since 2023. The Commission seeks 
to strengthen cooperation and the visible unity of Christian churches in South Africa through mutual 
recognition of ministry and shared witness. We pray that the Holy Spirit will guide the discussions and 
continue to strengthen the unity of Christ's Church. 

Following the 2025 Synod, two new quarter-time church-wide positions have now been implemented 
as part of NELCSA's Structures and Models process. 

Pastor Martin Büttner has been appointed as Church-Wide Coordinator for Co-Worker Training and 
will coordinate co-worker training across NELCSA. 

At the same time, NELCSA is developing a comprehensive new training framework for the church. 
Central questions guiding this process include: What is needed for a congregation to be healthy and 
flourish? What knowledge and skills are required for effective congregational leadership? How can we 
best equip current and future leaders for their various ministries and callings? This  work is being led 
by our former bishop, Horst Müller. If you have constructive ideas or suggestions that could contribute 
to this process, you are invited to email them to homuller@gmail.com.  

We commend both Martin and Horst to God's guidance and pray that He will richly bless this 
important work for the future of our church. 

On 26 July, the Kroondal Congregation celebrates 130 years of faithfully proclaiming the Gospel and 
serving its community. We congratulate the congregation on this significant milestone and pray that 
God will continue to bless their ministry as they bear witness to His grace for generations to come. 
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