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Chaos in Parliament. The leaders are embarrassing the nation. That is what happens when people choose to ignore rules and procedures. Sadly it is happening on all levels. Even the president and cabinet ministers seem to take the liberty to ignore the constitution or a court ruling that they don’t like. The result is chaos.

Ironically, all too often such chaos can be found in the Church, where on all levels Christians work against each other, or congregants in a congregation create chaos and disruption. 

“Diversity in Unity” - this is the theme of our Synod in October. Not “Unity in Diversity” The foundation on which the Church is built is not diversity, which we try to unify, but the unity from which diversity grows. 

What is the basis of our Unity that binds us all together?

In John 15,16ff we read Jesus saying: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you may go and bear fruit!”
The basis of our unity, the basis of the Church, is that Christ chose us, and not that I chose Christ! We are Christians by His choice, not by our own!

One of the recognised weaknesses of our parliamentary system is that the delegates are not accountable to the voters but to the party. 
To whom are we as Christians accountable? To the congregation? The Church? In the first instance we are accountable to the one who chose, elected us, Jesus Christ! The root of our Unity is not that I chose Christ, but that he chose me, and you, and him, and her, and ..., and....

I need to respect His choice, and with that the constitution that HE gave us. We find it in John 15, 12: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you”. We cannot and shall not choose to ignore this constitution when it does not suit us. For then we are just as much an embarrassment to His Church as some of our leaders are to our nation.  

So, before we can speak about diversity, we need to remind ourselves where our unity lies! Then the diversity will not pull us apart, but can become a creative energy that helps the Church to grow and develop to the glory of the Lord!
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Yours in Christ

Horst Müller

News from the Church:

1. On 20 May 2015 Margret Pape passed away aged 88. She was the widow of Pastor Hinrich Pape, the first dean of the Northern Circuit of ELCSA (NT). The couple came to South Africa in 1954, sent by the Hermannsburg Mission. Their first congregation was Edlomodlomo. After that they served in Piet Retief, and then till retirement in Kroondal. In their retirement they lived in Pretoria.

On 27 May 2015 Myriam Müller passed away, aged 91. She was the widow of Pastor Reinhard Müller. Reinhard Müller was ordained after studying for the ministry as he was approaching retirement age. This brave step into the ministry took the couple to Pietersburg/Polokwane, where they served the Northern Parish until the second retirement. 

We thank God for the lives of these women, and the role that they played in the ministry of the Church. May God bless their families and comfort them.

On 18 June Bishop em. Richard Schiele passed away, aged 84. Having grown up on a mission station in Swaziland, he too became a missionary, trained by the Berlin Mission society. They served various parishes, and he was the founder bishop of the ELCSA Eastern Diocese. After his retirement he was very active in Pietermaritzburg in both ELCSA and ELCSA (NT) congregations and was a real bridge builder between cultures and churches. The last years the couple were active members of the Kempton Park congregation, where he continued playing his violin in the “Bells&Wistles” worship team, until his health no longer allowed it. 

We thank God for this humble, serving man - the bishop who helped carrying chairs and wiping tables. 

May God comfort Leonore and the family.

2. The Cape Synod met from 29-31 May in King Williamstown. Regarding a merger with ELCSA (NT) the following motion was adopted by the synod: 

“We agree in principle to a merger based on a common underlying Christian calling and tradition.

Synod tasks Church Council to draw up a draft constitution and orders to be agreed upon in 2016 by the Church Councils of the ELCSA Cape and ELCSA (NT).

From 2016 to the 2017 synod, Church Council is to consult widely with the congregations on the principles and constitution. Synods of both Churches, in 2017 to vote on the principles.

In 2019 the Churches are to agree on a final constitution and orders, leading to respective dissolution processes.”

The same motion will be put forward at our synod in October. During the synod preparation meetings and via correspondence and input sessions the congregations will be informed about the details so far. 

3. ELCSA (NT) Synod Preparation meetings serve the following purposes: for the delegates it is a crucial preparation session, where questions can be clarified, suggestions made, and detailed information is given. This process leads to a much more efficient synod meeting. 

For congregational councils and treasurers it offers the opportunity to interact with the treasurer of the Church and president of Synod, and also still to make suggestions for changes or adaptations to laws and proposals. 

Other members of congregations are welcome, and even encouraged, to attend this meeting, to get an insight of what is going to happen and be discussed at synod. The invitations to these meetings will be sent out by the respective deans. 

The dates are: 


29 August: Eastern Circuit, 

5 September: Southern Circuit, Hillcrest


19 September: Central and Northern Circuits, St Peters Pretoria

4. In May Bishop Müller attended the Lutheran Council of Africa meeting in Moshi and Marangu, Tanzania. A detailed report can be found at 

https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/60th-anniversary-marangu-conference
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